A different mode of entry by dengue-2 neutralisation escape mutant virus.
Entry processes were compared between dengue-2 (DEN-2) virus and a DEN-2 neutralisation escape mutant virus in baby hamster kidney (BHK) cells. The mutant virus (mu6B2) was resistant to neutralisation by a monoclonal antibody, MAb 6B2. Infection of BHK cells by the wild-type DEN-2 virus resulted in direct penetration of the virions into the cytoplasm whereas the mutant virus entered cells by endocytosis. The continual presence of the monoclonal antibody might have asserted some pressure for the mutant to adopt a different mode of entry.